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Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.
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1. How is Laurel most likely feeling in paragraph
9?

A. bored

B. amused

C. excited

D. worried

2. Which of the following from the passage
shows that Laurel is far from home?

A. “It’s not called a rainforest for nothing–
once it rained 14 times in the same day!”

B. “All day yesterday she and her mom had
been on airplanes and buses and bumpy
vans.”

C. “Would you mind if we didn’t go all the
way to your platforms today? There’s too
much to see right here!”

D. “Now they were finally at the rainforest
research station where her father was a
visiting scientist.”
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3. What will Laurel most likely do the next day?

A. travel back home

B. go back to touch the frog

C. climb up to the platforms

D. spend the day resting in the research
station

4. In paragraph 26, which word helps the reader
better understand the word trooped?

A. turn

B. looked

C. wearing

D. marching

5. Read the dictionary entry for the word trunk.

Which meaning best fits the way trunk is used
in paragraph 14?

A. meaning 1

B. meaning 2

C. meaning 3

D. meaning 4

6. The reader can tell that during the day the
rainforest is

A. cold.

B. dark.

C. dry.

D. noisy.

7. Read the chart below.

Under which heading would this passage be
listed?

A. Poetry

B. Mystery

C. Tall Tale

D. Realistic Fiction
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8. Read the chart below that summarizes the
passage.

Which of the following would best complete
the summary?

A. Laurel finds a frog with red eyes and
orangy green feet on a tree vine.

B. Laurel decides that she wants to stay on
the rainforest floor and continue
exploring there.

C. As Laurel and her family walk, she
notices all of the many different noises
coming from the rainforest.

D. Laurel is surprised to find out that
leafcutter ants climb all the way to the top
of the tall rainforest trees to get leaves
and then walk all the way back down to
the ground.
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READING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM A

A. Think what it might be like to visit a rainforest.

1. Explain what things you might do there, as well as what you might see, hear, or touch there.
2. Use four details from the passage to support your answer.

BE SURE TO LABEL YOUR RESPONSES 1 AND 2.

A
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RUBRIC FOR READING OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM A

A. Think what it might be like to visit a rainforest.

1. Explain what things you might do there, as well as what you might see, hear, or touch there.
2. Use four details from the passage to support your answer.

BE SURE TO LABEL YOUR RESPONSES 1 AND 2.

Score Description

4 The response clearly and thoroughly describes the things a person could experience, both
literally and with their senses, when visiting a rain forest using accurate and relevant
information and multiple details from the passage. The response provides evidence of
comprehensive and thorough understanding.

3 The response adequately describes the things a person could do, see, hear, and feel/touch
when visiting a rainforest using relevant information and some detail. The response may
include some minor misinterpretation, but it provides evidence of general understanding.

2 The response uses limited information from the passage to describe the things a person could
do, see, hear, and feel/touch when visiting a rain forest. There are few, if any specifics, and
there may be major misinterpretations. The response demonstrates only basic understanding.

1 The response only vaguely describes the things a person could do, see, hear, or feel/touch in
the rainforest. The student uses no detail and little or no relevant information from the
passage, and that information may be incorrect.

0 The response is totally incorrect and shows no evidence that the student understands the task.
The response may be off topic or completely irrelevant.

B Blank – No Response. A score of “B” will be reported as “NA.” (No attempt to answer the
item. Score of “0” assigned for the item.)



LITTLE ROCK
Reading: Literary Prose / Grade 4 / laurel's rainforest
Answer Key and Alignment

Answer Source Core Reading Skill SLE CC-Standard
1. C AR Literary Element Analysis R.10.4.14
2. B AR Inference R.9.4.9
3. C AR Inference R.9.4.7
4. D AR Vocabulary R.11.4.1
5. A AR Vocabulary R.11.4.9
6. D AR Inference R.9.4.9
7. D AR Genre R.10.4.12
8. B AR Summary R.9.4.12


