
LITTLE ROCK
Writing: Narrative/Story Starter / Grade 4 / narrative

Name _________________________________
 

Teacher ____________________ Period _____

Writing Prompt

Your teacher has assigned you to finish this story-starter.

Every day as I go to my classroom, I pass a door. The door is always closed and locked. One day as I
passed, I noticed that the door was open. I stepped inside.

Before you begin to write, think about the open door in your school. What is on the other side? Why is the
door always locked? What happens to you as you step inside? How does this story end?

Now write a story about the open door in your school. Be sure to give specific details about what happened.
Make your story clear so that the person reading your paper will understand.

WRITER'S CHECKLIST
 

1. Look at the ideas in your response.

• Have you focused on one main idea?

• Have you used enough detail to
explain yourself?

• Have you put your thoughts in order?

• Can others understand what you are
saying?

2. Think about what you want others to know
and feel after reading your paper.

• Will others understand how you think
or feel about an idea?

• Will others feel angry, sad, happy,
surprised, or some other way about
your response? (Hint: Make your
reader feel like you do about your
paper's subject.)

• Do you have sentences of different
lengths? (Hint: Be sure you have a
variety of sentence lengths.)

• Are your sentences alike? (Hint: Use
different kinds of sentences.)

3. Look at the words you have used.

• Have you described things, places, and
people the way they are? (Hint: Use
enough detail.)

• Are you the same person all the way
through your paper? (Hint: Check
your verbs and pronouns.)

• Have you used the right words in the
right places?

4. Look at your handwriting.

• Can others read your handwriting with
no trouble?
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